[VII:3 A] They asked R. Eleazar, “When do they pray that rain should go 


[B] 


[C] 
[D] 


away “ He said to them, “If a man is standing on Qeren Ofel [a 
high rock] and splashes his foot in the Qidron brook. [Then] we 
shall pray that the rain will stop.” 


“Truly it is certain that the Omnipresent will never again bring a 
flood to the world, 


“for it is said, ‘There will never again be a flood’ (Gen. 9:11). 


“And it says, ‘For this is like the days of Noah to me: as I swore 
that the waters of Noah should no more go over the earth, so I 
have sworn that I will not be angry with you and will not rebuke 
you”” (Is. 54:9) [T. Ta. 2:13D-G]. 


3:10 


[A] Simeon b. Shatah said to him, “If you were not Honi, I should decree 


a ban of excommunication against you. But what am I going to do 
to you? For you importune before the Omnipresent, so he does 
what you want, like a son who importunes his father, so he does 
what he wants. 


[B] “Concerning you Scripture says, ‘Let you father and you mother be 


[1:1 A] 


[B] 


[C] 


[D] 


[E] 


glad, and let her that bore you rejoice’”’ (Prov. 23:25). 


[Spelling out M. 3:10A, “In demanding rain as you did, you 
improperly importuned.] For if a punitive decree had been issued, as 
was the case in the time of Elijah, would you not have turned out to 
cause a public profanation of the Name? 


“And all who cause a public profanation of the Name are subject to 
excommunication.” 


There we have learned as a Tannaite teaching: Rabban [Simeon b.] 
Gamaliel [better: Simeon b. Shatah] sent to him, “If you place an 
obstacle before the public, you will turn out to bring a good to the 
world.” 


[That is to say,] “Will you not turn out to place an obstacle in the way 
of the public’s doing a religious duty? And whoever places an obstacle 
in the way of the public’s doing a religious duty is subject to 
excommunication.” 


And [Honi] said to [Simeon], “Does not the Holy One, blessed he he. 
annul his punitive decree on account of the contrary decree of I 
righteous man?” 


